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Lesson: 05-08-2020

Objective/Learning Target: 
Students will reflect and connect on the process of creating 

their Self-Portrait and in the process write an Artist 
Statement for their work



Masterpiece 
Monday

Take a closer 
look at a Famous 
Artist and their 
work

Technique 
Tuesday

Practice Skills: 
Known and new 
techniques

What’s Up 
Wednesday

Explore a 
technique or 
Artist happening 
somewhere in the 
world right now! 

 Thumbnail 
Thursday

Small, loose 
sketches of 
objects we find or 
design concepts

Finalize  
Friday

Finishing touches 
and reflections on 
current assignments



Recall a few of 
the many 
Rembrandt 
Self-Portraits 



Reminders What to Include in your Self-Portrait 
❖ Your portrait should be of YOU
❖ It should show at least your head and shoulders (you are 

welcome to show more of your torso/full body length if you prefer, it 
should not just be a floating head though)

❖ At least one of the four qualities that makes it similar 
to Rembrandt’s work, as listed on the previous slide. 
Here is a reminder:
➢ Use of contrast
➢ Use of hats or costumes
➢ The role or portrayal of an emotion
➢ Descriptive detail



Artist Statement?
This is your place to speak about your art and explain what 
it means to whoever might be viewing it. It is like stepping 
into your thoughts to understand the process and point of 

your work!

This may seem like a difficult task at first but we will 
break it down into some simple questions. As you answer 

these questions, you will be writing an Artist Statement for 
your Self-Portrait



Describe
First, begin by describing:

❖ Your work- in this case, I know that you created a 
Self-Portrait but a random viewer of your work may not 
realize this, tell them. 
➢ Example: In this piece the artist has created a self-portrait… 
➢ What else? What elements and Principles of Art did you utilize? 

❖ Your Process- What did you use/how did you make the 
Portrait? 
➢ Drawing, painting, collage, mixed media etc. 
➢ Also consider mentioning the size of the work ex. 9x12in 

 



What was the Point?
In this step you will  explain:

❖ The big idea your work expresses
➢ Think about WHO inspired your work (in this case you should reference 

Rembrandt & which of the four qualities you imitated?)
➢ Also think about WHAT you were trying to express, whether an emotion 

or maybe even a social issue (in this case, what are you saying about 
your personal identity)

❖ The goal of your artwork? 
➢ What did you want to gain from making your self-portrait? Are you 

making a statement about society, trying to incite change or draw 
attention to an issue, maybe your goal was to practice and challenge 
your own thoughts about yourself?



Thoughts and Reflections
In this portion of your artist statement you are asked to do 
some reflecting upon:

❖ What do you feel you have learned?
❖ Do you feel your work was effective?

➢ Is your Self-portrait what you imagined it would be at the beginning?
➢ Do you feel successful in your goals for the work?

❖ How  do you think your artwork might impact your future 
artworks and why?
➢ Maybe you made yourself (or your teacher made you) try something new, 

did you gain from that, or not so much? Why or why not?



Artist Statements
Be authentic and true to yourself and your experiences.

As humans, and as artist, we are always changing & moving & 
growing. 

Writing an artist statement for an artwork or a collection 
of Artworks is speaking to who you are, what you are 

experiencing and feeling in a specific time in your life 
right now. 

It can be a way to market your work and explain it to the 
world but it can also be a way to document you growth for 

yourself.



Resources 
https://theartofeducation.edu/2015/09/25/use-this-flowchart-to-help-your-students-write-authentic-artist-statements/

https://theartofeducation.edu/2016/11/14/7-key-components-powerful-artist-statements/

https://theartofeducation.edu/2015/09/25/use-this-flowchart-to-help-your-students-write-authentic-artist-statements/
https://theartofeducation.edu/2016/11/14/7-key-components-powerful-artist-statements/


Posters we use to 
teach you...





How to show us 
your 

creations...
We’d

 lov
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 see
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work
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